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A Relation
Concerping the Quick-filver Mimes in Frinlis communicated by
Dr. Edward Browns ¢ firming as well the Accompt for-
merly given of that (whjct, in Numb, 2, of thefe Tranfa&i-
045y as enlargirg the [am: with [ome Additions,

THc Town of Idria, in the County of Goritis and Province of
Frinli, is feated low, and encompafs’d with Hills on all
fides, A River of the (ame name yuns by it, which zlchough
Leandro termis it fuperbisfimo fiume d Idria, yet Ifound fmall
and fhallow at the time when 1 was tiere 5 though upon plenti-
ful Raine it proves fufficient to convey down the Firr-Trees
and other Wood required in the build:ng of the Mines, and alfo
for Fuel requited in the {ervice of them: And to this end there
is an handfome work of Piles made floaping athware the River
(after the fame manner as I obferv’d in Newfol in upper Hun-
gary crofs the River Grans) to ftop the Trees, which are cut
down, and caft into the River above this place,

What is chiefly confiderable in this Town, are the Quick-
flver-Mines, very well known to the Neighbouring parts, and
exceeding ufeful to many at greater diftance,

The entrance into thefe Mines isnor high, or upon an Hill,as
in many other Mines; but in the Town it {eif, whereby they are
fomewhat the more troubled with Water, againft which they are
provided with many excellent Engins and Devices, as at other
deep Mines, Thedeepeft partof the Mine from the entrance,is
between 120 and 130 fathoms,

O! the Quick-filver of this Mine they make twoforts : The
one they call Tugefraw, that is, Virgin-Quickfilver; the other,
plain Quickfilver,” wirgin-Mercuiy they call that, which difco-
vers it {elf without the help of Fiie 5 and is either plainly to be
feen in the Ore, or falls down in little drops in the Mine, and
fometimes ftreams out in good guantity 5 as about fevenyears
agoe it 1an out of the Earth at fuft in a fireame as {mall as a
thied, and afterwards, as big as a pack-thred, but ceas’d in three
or cu-dayes,

Trat alfo is accounted Firgin-Quickfilver, which, baving no
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need to pafs che fire, is {eparated by water firft in aSive, and af
terwards in a long trough, baving very {mall holes ztoneend.
Sothat there arein a manner two forts of #7rgin-Mercury 5 the
one, running out and difcovering itfelf withcut labour s theo-
ther, requiring {fome way of Extraction and feparation, though
not fo high an one, as by Fire,

Plasne Quickfiiver they name that , which isnot ac firft per-
ctived by the Eye , orifallsfrom the Ore, butis forc’d out by
Fire, Andthis they obtaine out of the Ore , orout of the Cin-
naber of Mercury, which they digg out of this Mine, The Ore
of this Miueis of a dark colour, mix'd withred, But the beft
is an hard ftone ; which they commit not prefently to the opera-
tion of the “ire,, but powderit grofsly, and workit by the Sives:
that {o,if any Pirgin-quickfilver be found init, itmay be f{epa-
rated in this manner , and what doth not pafs the Sive , maybe
feparated by Fire in fron-furnaces; Fifty of them ina Fire,

The Quickfilyer -ore of this Mineis thericheft of all Ores, T
haveyec fecny for ordinarily it contains in it halfe Quickfilver-,
and intwo puts of Ore one part of Quickfilver, and fometimes.
in 3. parts of Ore, two parts of Qu ckfilver.

I went into the Mineby the Pite of St. A4gaths, and came up
again by that of St Barbara, defcending and afcending by Lad-
ders, Tafcended at one of 639. ftaves or 89, fathoms, Andre=
as Siferns,in Kircher's Mund Subierranens, makesf{uch a dread~-
ful defcription of this Mine , that ic might difcourage any from
atcempting the defcent 5 which makes me doubr, Whether he
had beenin any other Mine, efpecially where the defcent is made
by Ladders.

This Mine, I was inform’d, hath beenwrought 200, years;
about the fame {pice of time with Newfol- Vine, bue . oms much
fhort intime of the Silver-mine at Schemnitzy and much thor-
ter yet of the notable tead-mines in upper Carimthia  Some
hundreds of men are employed about this Mine o Idrias of which
the chief Officers are the Pretect, the Countroller, and the
Jiudge,

I heard no complaine of the Damps of this Mine, as I have
heard of divers otherss. Yet the wor- menare fufficiently mifchie-
v'd witi.oat them : for, chough they be not {uddenly (uffceated,
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yet theMercury getting into their Bodies, they are languifhing®
ly deftroyed by it. Mach lefs could I hear any news of eith e
poxious or innocent Apparitions, Frrunculi &c. fuch as fome
write , and many talk of in other Mines,

Ina Laboratory, where the Quickfilver is feparated by Fire,[
faw an heap of 16000, Retorts of Iron; every oneof which cofts
aCrown at the beft hand from the Iron-furnaces in Carinthia,
There ate 8co, Retorts and as many Recipieats employ’d to-
gether, in drawing over the Quickfilver in 16. Farnaces; 5o, in
each Furnace, 25. of a fide, 12. above, and 13, below of
each fide,

Fune 12,when I was there, they carried out 40. Saumes of
Quickfilverinto forrain parts, each Saume containing 315, pound
weight , to the value of 400 ducats of Gold, Though the con-
veyance be notealy , yet fome is (ent as farr as Cremuitzin Hup-
g4ry , for the ule of the Gold-mines » and very much carried a~
way Southvard, For,though the R ver by the Townbe but
fmall, yet they arenotvery farr from the Sontiss or Lyfonzo, a
confiderable River, whichrunsinto the Gulf of Trieffe in the
Adriatick Sea,

In the Caftle I faw 3000 Saumes of Quickfilver tog ther , in
barrels 5 the Quickfilver being firft madeup in double leather :
And in another houfe as much rich Ore, as can be diftill’'d in 2,
years , except they have great plenty of rain to bring down the
wood; bur, the Hillsbeing high about them,ic fnows at the tops
of themoftner than it rains,

The Countrys, through which I pafs’d , are fingularly well
wooded , and well ftor’d with fair Trees , wherein, befide {uch as
grow withusin tngland, are ftately Firrs, Larches, Pines ,Pinaf-
ters, Picea’s, and that nobly crifped and well grain’d kind of 4-
cerswhereof Viols and Vialins are made: Whereof thereis allo
plenty in the Country of Saltzburg and Carinthia.

Travelling fometimes in the night, we had continually about
us a great number of large Glow-worms , which put into papers
gave a dimm light Iike Candlesin Lanthorns; and the Aire al-
10 full of flaming Flyes , affording fome delight to us,

The way unto th s place Ifound difficult 5 for, travelling from
places.onthe borders of Croatia by Loviteh, 1 was faine tapafs
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cver great mountains , and coming from it , Ipafs’d over Sware-
zenberg or the Black mountain, from whence I defcended 10,
miles in a rocky Country , and farr more fony thanthe Cran or
Campus lapido[ws in Provences and (o to didefchini and Goritia,
and leaving the Sclavonian behind , entred into the Lingua Fxl-
lana , and fo onto this Nobleand incomparably fortified City;
where being yet uncertain, whetherI (hould go to Fenice, I
would not omit to prefent you this accompt, whichl befeech
you toaccept from e,
Palma nova in Friyli June 15, 1669,

An Accompt frow the [ame Dr, Brown
Concerning am Vn-common Lake , calledthe Lirchnitzer-Ser,in
Carniola,

Aving crofs'd the River Drawvus, and pafs’d Mount Zus-

bel in the Carnmick Alpes , by that noble paffage, cut
through the Rooks, and vaulted like thatof Paxfilype near Na-
ples, I had a defire to talee a view of the Lakeof Zirchnit= | fo
much fpokenof, and written on by fo fews and therefore I
went unto Crainburg upon the River Savws, andfoto Labach
the chief City of Carniola s from whence Icontinuedmy Jour-
ney in Carniola betwixe the Hillsand a great Marfh, till] came
10 Brownizza, two leagues from whence and beyond the Hlls
is feated the faid Lake, receiving that name from Zirchnitz, a
townof about 300, houfes,

This Lake is near two German Miles long , and one broad,
On the South-fide thereof lyes a great Forreft, wherein are
many Deer, and wild Boares, Wolves and Bears, On the
North fide the Country is flac; but the whole Valley is eacom-
paffed with Hills, at fome diftance from it,

This Lake is well fill’d with Water forthe greateft part of the
Years but inthe Month of Fuze it finketh under ground,not on-
ly by percolation or falling through the poresof the Earth, but
retireth under ground, throughmany great holes at the bottom
ofit: Andin the Month of September it returns by the fame, and
fo in a very fhort time fills up the Valley again,

As the time of the waters Deflccnc is fhort , efpecially when
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